The Informer by Capilano College
Dalian 
chronicles 
At left, Barry Williamson 
On November 3 , Barry Williamson sent this message from Dalian, China where he 
is working for one year as campus supervisor at the Capilano Canadian Institute of 
Higher Education. Dalian is located east of Beijing on a peninsula between the 
Bohia and Yellow Seas. Barry has agreed to provide regular updates from overseas 
so that we all might learn a little about life in a country very different from ours. 
It has been extremely cold this week 
and very windy. There is no heat at 
work or in my apartment. The central 
government in Beijing decides when to 
turn on the heat for the whole country 
and that won ' t be for at least one or two 
more weeks. In the meantime, we 
huddle around space heaters at work. At 
home I have a toaster oven which I turn 
on and leave the door open. It heats my 
little place just fine. 
This week is cabbage week here . 
Farmers descended on our neighbourhood 
and everyone buys cabbage for the winter. 
They are piled everywhere, under the stairs 
in the apartment, against the side of 
buildings, even at work. 
Today was moving day at work. We 
have new offices in the grand new library 
building. No warning was given about the 
move. I arrived at work and was quietly 
working away when suddenly a multitude 
of workers arrived and started hauling 
everything away. It means that some 
higher authority decided that we must 
vacate and so it happened. No boxes, no 
packing. Everything was just picked up 
and moved as is. Within an hour we were 
moved. The instructors returned from their 
classes at IO a.m. to find empty rooms and 
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no one told them where we had gone. We 
moved in and started setting things up. 
The offices are really very spacious and 
elegant, even compared to Canadian 
standards. Here every office must have a 
large leather sofa and chair in it or it is 
not considered to have very important 
occupants. So I must contend with one-
third of my office space being taken up 
by this furniture because, after all, I am 
the campus supervisor - so Mr. Tian 
reminds me. (Mr. Sen Tian is the College's 
liaison from the Dalian Nationalities 
University.) I was just feeling comfortable 
when the telephone people arrived. 
Apparently no provisions had been made 
for telephone lines to our offices, so they 
had to move everything, cut holes in the 
walls and run wires everywhere. Every 
day seems to go like this. There is always 
a crisis of some sort to deal with and with 
no warning. I am learning to just go with 
the flow. 
I am trying to cook for myself but it is 
hard to when I can eat out so cheap. Last 
night, I went to a new buffet restaurant 
where I could have three courses plus rice 
and beer for the equivalent of $2. Lunch 
on campus is even cheaper - about $1. 
Bye for now. 
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Christmas shopping at the Foundation office helps College programs 
The Capilano College Foundation has two suggestions that will make 
your Christmas shopping easier and 
help the College at the same time. Back 
by popular demand are gift-wrapped 
Christmas puddings for $10 ( not for 
vegetarians, however) and, new this 
year, The Canadian Women's Calendar 
Three former Capilano College Textile 
Arts students were recognized at a 
Vancouver design competition held in 
October and organized by the Canadian 
Society for Asian Arts. Rosalind 
Aylmer, who is temporarily replacing 
Textile Arts instructor Lesley 
Richmond, received first prize. Emiko 
Carley was awarded second prize. 
Allison Barr also received an award for 
her design. The winning garments will 
tour the province next spring as part of 
the Canadian Society of Asian Arts 
travelling show, Legacy of Blue. 
Davor Marjanovic, an instructor in 
Capilano College 's Commercial 
Animation program, was an award 
winner at the Mannheim-Heidelberg 
International Film Festival. His feature-
length film, My Father's Angel, was 
awarded the Rainer Werner Fassbinder 
prize last month. Only films with a 
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for $12. This 25th anniversary edition, 
called Her Story 2000, celebrates the 
achievements of Canadian women. 
Pudding sales will benefit the 
Emergency Endowment Fund and 
calendar sales will assist the Chair in 
Women's Studies Endowment Fund. 
Both are eligible for matching funds, 
really remarkable artistic quality for 
the cinema and TV market are selected 
for the competition and the artist 
discovery program of the festival. 
Feature films are presented, along with 
some exciting documentaries and 
shorts. For more information on the 
festival, visit its Web site at: 
www.mannheim-filmfestival.com/ 
Capilano College was well-represented 
when English instructors William 
Goede and Bill Schermbrucker were 
invited to read from their short stories 
at a recent celebration of Canadian 
writers and publishers. The event, 
called Northwards, was held at Western 
Washington University and was hosted 
by the WWU Canadian-American 
Studies program and the Western 
Libraries. The audience was comprised 
of a distinguished gathering of 
university officials and students. 
doubling the value of each gift. 
A reminder ... don't forget to return 
your payroll deduction forms to the 
Foundation by the end of November. And 
yes, you can support the College through 
your United Way contribution. For more 
information, contact Chris or Polly at 
local 4983. 
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A look back at some of the Humanities 
division PD activities last summer 
Jean Clifford attended the Great 
Teaching Seminar at Naramata, B.C. 
Jean recommends the seminar and a 
new book titled The Courage to 
Teach . 
Pierre Coupey's Requiem Notations 
I-IX were exhibited at the Evergreen 
Cultural Centre, where he also gave a 
poetry reading with George Stanley 
and Sharon Thesen. 
John Dixon was guest speaker in the 
UBC Faculty of Law seminar on 
Cyberspace Law. He also addressed 
the International Conference on 
Administrative Law held in 
Vancouver. Speakers included Judge 
Kenneth Starr of the Office of 
Independent Counsel of the U.S., 
Justice Beverley McLachlin of the 
Canadian Supreme Court, and the 
Chief Justice of the Navaho Nation. 
Graham Forst delivered a paper and 
chaired the second day's agenda at 
an international conference on 
Northrop Frye Studies at the 
Canadian Studies Centre of the 
University of Inner Mongolia in Ho 
Hut, Inner Mongolia. Following the 
conference he wrote a second paper 
on Frye, which has been accepted for 
presentation at McMaster 
University's Northrop Frye 
Conference to be held in May 2000. 
Graham's script "Music ... the Food 
of Love" was performed by 
Christopher Gaze and Judith Forst 
with the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra at the Bard on the Beach 
venue in Vanier Park. 
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Crystal Hurdle co-facilitated an 
instructional skills workshop; 
conducted research in the work of 
Ted Hughes; and wrote several 
poems, most recently published in 
Grain, Canadian Literature, and 
forthcoming in Fireweed. 
Josephine Jungic worked at the 
British Library researching a new 
article on Leonardo da Vinci 's series 
of sixteen Deluge Drawings, 
considered to be the most original 
and perplexing of his works. 
Kazuko Mito attended a symposium 
in Tokyo on "Bilingualism: 
Networking between hpan and the 
World" and a conference at the 
University of Toronto on "Computer 
Assisted Systems for Teaching and 
Leaming Japanese." 
Jenny Penberthy submitted the 
manuscript of her book Lorine 
Niedecker: Collected Works to be 
published by the University of 
California Press. 
Bill Schermbrucker attended the 
Writers' Union of Canada AGM in 
Halifax and was elected to the 
Writers' Union National Executive. 
Bill judged the North Shore Writers' 
Association Fiction contest and also 
submitted his latest novel manuscript 
to a Toronto publisher. He continued 
work on his next novel. 
Bob Sherrin wrote two articles on 
the multi-venue exhibition War 
'Zones for C Magazine (Toronto) and 
Blackflash (Saskatoon). He 
conducted research at the Vancouver 
and BC Archives for the third draft 
of his screenplay - finalist in last 
year's Praxis Screenwriting 
Competition. He worked further on I 
am Here, a photo- and text-based 
montage project to be realized 
through digital imaging and 
technical work with respect to an 
untitled 3-D collage project 
employing found images and text 
and scavenged furniture drawers. 
George Stanley read his poems -
along with translations into Spanish 
- on a one-hour radio program in 
Mexico City. 
Sharon Thesen's edition of Charles 
Olson and Francis Boldereff: A 
Modern Correspondence was 
published by Wesleyan University 
Press. She also prepared two 
manuscripts: selected poems, News 
& Smoke, published by Talon Books 
and a new collection of poems, A 
Pair of Scissors, due from the House 
of Anansi in Toronto. 
Yolande Westwell-Roper is now a 
member of the Ethics Committee at 
Lions Gate Hospital for the North 
Shore Health Care Region. The 
committee's purpose is to develop 
ethical guidelines and to make 
recommendations in difficult cases. 
Members include doctors, nurses, 
ethicists, lawyers, social workers, 
and chaplains. 
Submitted by Jenny Penberthy 
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College to recognize employees 
annually for longtime service 
B om as an offshoot of last year's 30th anniversary celebration, an 
employee recognition program for 
longtime service has been established 
and will take place on an annual basis. 
Employees will be recognized at 15 
years then every five years afterwards 
for their service to Capilano College. 
The recognition event will take place 
just prior to the all-College Christmas 
party. This year, those employees who 
joined the College in 1969, 1974, 1979 
and 1984 will be recognized with a 
special gift. Following is a list of these 
people. Please check it carefully and if 
you see an error or omission, please call 
Shelley Kean at local 7596 with the 
correct information. 
If your name appears here, be sure to 
mark your calendar for Friday, 
December 17 at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Library building, room 321. Invitations 
will be distributed in the coming 
weeks.The all-College Christmas party 
begins at 3 p.m. Employees are 
welcome to drop by to see their 
colleagues receive recognition, and get 
warmed up for the festivities to follow. 
1999 Service recognition list 
(30 years) 
1969 
Gordon Farrell 
Michael Freeman 
Barbara Hankin 
Alan Smith 
Keith Wade 
Bill Zienty 
(25 years) 
1974 
Paul Avery 
John Bannister 
Don Basham 
Ted Bentley 
Barry Cogswell 
Penelope Connell 
Melanie Fahlman-Reid 
Malcolm Fitz-Earle 
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(25 years, continued) 
Graham Forst 
Rose Georg 
Laraine Hamilton 
Maria Hindmarch 
Karen Klaver 
James Kwok 
Barb Lamont 
Paul Mier 
David MacLagan 
Sandra Moe 
Carol Noonan 
Michael Reveley 
Nancy Ricker 
Gerrie Waugh 
Elizabeth Young 
(20 years) 
1979 
Joan Acosta 
Jolene Bordewick 
Janet Canning 
Jean Clark 
Nicholas Collins 
Mary Giovannetti 
Alan Hovden 
Sharon Miletec 
Elizabeth Moffitt 
Bernice Moir 
William Murdoch 
Al Ng 
Robert Sherrin 
Bernd Simson 
(15 years) 
1984 
Gayle Alcock 
Don Basham 
Marja De Jong-Westman 
John Fairlie 
Christopher (Kiff) Holland 
Karyn Schmid 
O nformer 
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A taste of things to 
come for grade 9 
students 
Wednesday, November 3 was Take Our Kids to Work day 
for Grade 9 students across British Columbia. Pearce 
Mulholland, who attends West Vancouver Secondary, came 
to work with his mother, Lauren, publicist for Continuing 
Education, and helped out in the department that day. He 
also attended a Communications class with instructor 
Leslie Savage and delivered mail on the afternoon run with 
Matt Morris, where he was mistaken for "the new guy!" 
Film Studies coordinator, Bob Morris, answered Pearce's 
questions about his job - mom bought lunch. Pearce is 
seen abovewith Lauren (centre) and CE receptionist, 
Cyndi Hardeman. (Photos by Edna Sakata.) 
Accounts Payable supervisor, Susan Rodgers (centre), 
brought her 14-year-old daughter, Erin, to the office for 
the day. Erin attends Windsor Secondary. Reini Klein 
(right), also in Accounts Payable, had his daughter, Riki, 
with him for part of the day. Riki attends Magee 
Secondary in Vancouver where she is enrolled in a 
special half day program. Her afternoons are spent 
taking ballet classes. Magee offers the SPARTS 
program to talented students who are pursuing a 
special interest in sports and the arts. 
College student wins Praxis 
screenwriting competition 
Capilano College Film Studies 
student, Michael David Kwan, 
has won a national screenwriting 
competition. The Praxis Centre for 
Screenwriters in Vancouver has 
selected his script to go through the 
workshop process later this month. 
In the spring of 1998, Michael 
enrolled in Introduction to 
Screenwriting offered through 
Continuing Education Film Studies. 
He had written a story called The 
Undaunted and wanted to learn how 
to develop it into a screenplay. 
"It [the course] was exceptionally 
good," says Michael. "When we got 
into the actual writing of the scripts, it 
gave me the chance of hearing mine 
read by other people. That's when I 
realized that yes, that line works or had 
to ask myself, 'Did I really write that?' " 
Michael is a full-time writer and has 
been since 1987. He's written two stage 
plays that have won awards and he 
wanted to try writing a screenplay. 
"At Cap, I could take a specific 
course that focused on what I wanted to 
learn," he says. One of the things that 
impressed him the most was the 
feedback on the actual setup of the 
scenes in the script. 
"You need to hear from others 
whether something that's written on 
paper is going to work in front of a 
camera." 
Michael's story is about Chinese 
labourers who built the Trans-Canada 
Railway through the Fraser canyon in 
the late 1880s. Someone suggested the 
idea to him and after some initial 
reading on the subject he says, "I 
dreamed up a plot and decided to do 
something with it." 
Through Praxis, Michael's 
screenplay will be further developed 
under the guidance of working 
professionals in the film industry. 
Submitted by Lauren Mulholland 
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Physical disability tops BC Human 
Rights Commission complaints 
Human Rights complaints based on physical disability topped all areas 
of complaints received by the BC 
Human Rights Commission between 
April 1, 1998 and March 31, 1999, 
according to the commission's 1998-
1999 annual report. 
In the 1998-99 fiscal year, the 
commission dealt with 1,636 cases, 
including 760 new cases. The remaining 
were backlog cases. Physical disability 
complaints represented more than 20 
per cent of all those received, followed 
by sex complaints at 17 .6 per cent, race 
at 15.4 per cent and sexual harassment 
at 14.5 per cent. 
"The sad reality is that people with 
disabilities continue to face 
discrimination in British Columbia," 
says Mary-Woo Sims, Commission 
chair. "I encourage all employers, 
unions, businesses and service providers 
to be proactive and ensure their policies 
Art contest to 
raise awareness 
of homophobia 
Employees and students of Vancouver Community College invite the 
employees and students from all Lower 
Mainland colleges to compete in an art 
contest on the theme of homophobia. 
VCC's Safer Campus Committee is 
sponsoring the competition titled 
Respect & Dimity: Confronting 
homophobia through art. 
Any art medium will be accepted, 
including painting, collage, drawing, 
sculpture, video, music and 
performance. There will be a $1,000 
first place prize, $500 second place 
prize, $300 third place prize, plus gift 
certificates. 
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and practices are not discriminatory." 
The commission has initiated 
discussion with various disability 
groups to identify strategies to address 
the discrimination. 
"Contrary to the findings of the 
Human Rights Commission, Capilano 
College is fortunate to have employees 
who are supportive and knowledgeable 
abou( working with students with 
disabilities," says Jolene Bordewick, 
College Disability Services officer and 
chair, Human Rights Committee. 
"While Disability Services has had a 
200 per cent increase in student 
numbers over the past five years, we 
have yet to address any direct 
complaints of discrimination at our 
institution. I believe this is due to the 
value placed on student service 
initiatives and the generally supportive 
learning environment for each student, 
regardless of his or her status. 
Deadline for submissions is February 
16, 2000 at 10 a.m. Art will be 
displayed or demonstrated and judged 
on February 23, 2000 at 12:15 p.m. at 
VCC City Centre, 250 West Pender 
Street, Vancouver. There will be a 
second showing February 24 at the King 
Edward campus located on Broadway 
Street. 
For more information, call Wayne at 
443-8434, or Rob at 871-7040. 
College and 
university days 
at Manning Park 
Manning Park Resort is offering 
special pricing for college and 
university students and employees and 
their families on December 16 and 17. 
"The College is also fortunate to 
have an advocate from the Students' 
Union," Jolene adds, "who actively 
engages both students and faculty in 
dialogue to ensure they better 
understand and support the needs of 
this diverse population." 
The commission also announced 
that its case investigation backlog has 
been eliminated. "With the backlog 
gone, we will now be able to 
concentrate more on developing 
educational initiatives and providing 
long-term solutions to systemic 
human rights abuses," Mary-Woo 
says. 
Copies of the Human Rights report 
are available by calling (604) 
660-6811. 
Submitted by Jolene Bordewick 
For two days only, lift tickets will 
be $15, including GST. 
Accommodation will be $35 per 
person, plus taxes, based on double 
occupancy. There is no charge for 
children 11 and under when 
occupying the same room as their 
parents. All rooms have two queen-
sized beds and full bath. 
Group accommodation is $21 per 
person, plus taxes, for organized 
groups (pricing based on one person 
per bed) in facilities complete with 
kitchen. These facilities include: 
cabins (seven people), chalets (12 
people) and last resort (25-45 people). 
Affiliation and identification is 
required. 
Visit Manning Park's Web site for 
more information at: 
www.manningparkresort.com. 
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Seasonal tunes and T-shirts available from the Music department 
The Music department is selling an 
assortment of CDs and program 
T-shirts for the :(.estive season. 
Purchases can be made from the 
department, located on the ground 
floor of the Fir building, or by calling 
local 4951. A sampling of what's 
available includes: 
Christmas Favourites with Four 
Homs ($15), with Steven Denroche, 
Bachelor of Music Transfer instructor. 
Christmas Journey - Laudate ($18), 
director, Lars Kaario, Bachelor of 
Music Transfer program co-ordinator 
and College choir director. 
Other CDs suitable for gift 
giving: 
The Spirit Emerges ($16), 
compositions by Mark Armanini, 
Bachelor of Music Transfer 
composition instructor. 
Testing tip - Increase math 
scores 
The math test, also known as the 
numeracy test, is used to assess a 
person's ability to perform numerical 
computations rapidly and accurately. 
The test is six minutes long and 
requires candidates to solve a series 
of questions manually; calculators 
are not allowed. To increase a score 
on this test is just a matter of 
practice! Have a friend put together a 
list of equations for a self test. Do a 
six-minute exam and see how many 
equations can be solved within that 
time limit. Equations should include 
addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. 
New appointments 
Congratulations to the following 
successful candidates in their 
competitions: 
H()c My Heart Sin 
}J~mmett-Vau 
n 
i°y Bach, 
aua: Bartok. 
NiteCap ($15), Capilano College's vocal 
jazz choir, Rejean Marois, director. 
Love's Old Sweet Songs - (CD $15, tape 
$12). Patricia Schreiber sings more than 
20 songs from the turn of the century 
through two world wars. Patricia is a 
vocal instructor in the Bachelor of Music 
Transfer and Jazz Studies programs. 
Heritage ($15) - Jazz piano by Chris 
Sigerson, Jazz Studies instructor. 
Ross Taggart & Co. ($15). Jazz by Jazz 
Studies instructor Ross Taggart (tenor 
sax). Ross's company includes Jazz 
Studies instructors Blaine Wikjord 
(drums), Torben Oxbol (Bass), and 
Brad Turner (trumpet). 
Also available: 
Bachelor of Music Transfer program T-
shirts ($15) in sizes M, L, XL, in navy, 
burgundy and dark green 
Jazz Studies program T-shirts ($15) in 
sizes X and XL, in teal blue, maroon 
and olive green. Sweatshirts ($28) in 
sizes X and XL, in blue, maroon and 
olive green. 
Submitted by Carol McQuarrie 
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Eric Calinison, maintenance worker I 
(RFr), Facilities 
Carolyn Beastson, technician III (TPT), 
Pure and Applied Sciences 
Michelle Shauer, clerk typist IV (TPT), 
Community Youth Action 
Deborah Kane, cashier clerk I (TPT), 
Financial Services 
Reini Klein, accounts payable clerk 
(RFr), Financial Services 
Holiday open house 
The Human Resources department 
invites all College employees to drop in 
on December 16 between 2:30 and 4 
p.m. in the Birch building, room 420, for 
a little holiday spirit. Department 
employees would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and 
a Happy New Year! 
United Way campaign 
The Human Resources department 
will be participating in this year's 
United Way fund raising campaign with 
a candy jar guess. Stop by and take a $1 
guess at how many candies are in the 
decorative Christmas jar and possibly 
walk away a winner! Guessing begins 
on November 12 and ends November 
30. 
Employee orientation 
New staff orientation was held on 
November 5. Thanks to all of the new 
employees for their participation and 
great questions. The Human Resources 
department welcomes both new 
employees and veterans to stop in if 
they have questions regarding their 
employment at the College. Watch the 
department's intranet site for a listing of 
commonly asked questions, and see if 
you know the answers. 
Submitted by Corry Balabuk 
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Awards and grants available to 
College employees and students 
A number of awards and grants programs are being implemented 
through the International Projects 
Office and the International Student 
Centre. 
British Columbia Centre for 
International Education 
(BCCIE) awards 
Scholars Program 
Open to B.C. public post-secondary 
employees. This award is available to 
instructional and non-instructional 
faculty members, para-professionals or 
administrators to visit post-secondary 
institutions in identified regions in 
order to teach courses, develop 
programs and/or curricula, or to carry 
out other related professional activities 
(excluding research). Grants are 
awarded for $2,500 and are intended to 
be applied towards travel and living 
expenses. 
Students Program 
Open to British Columbia public 
post-secondary students to permit 
attendance in a formal and rigorous 
program of educational study overseas. 
Grants of $2,500 will be awarded and 
are to be applied towards travel and 
living expenses. 
British Columbia Asia Pacific 
Students Awards 
This award will provide 
scholarships for outstanding British 
Columbia public post-secondary 
students to permit attendance in a 
formal and rigorous program of 
educational study overseas. Research 
activities and co-op work terms are not 
eligible for funding. Grants are 
awarded for $5,000 and are to be 
applied towards travel and living 
expenses. Full-time students with a 
minimum GPA of 3.2 are eligible for 
this award. 
O nformer 
The deadline for all applications is 
December 1, 1999. Please contact Urse] 
Brown in the International Student 
Centre at local 7863 for more 
information. 
Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) 
sponsored awards 
These awards, administered by the 
Canadian Bureau for International 
Education (CBIE) and sponsored by 
CIDA, provide financial assistance of 
up to $10,000 to Canadian citizens and 
permanent residents of Canada who 
wish to participate in international 
development through a project of their 
own initiative. The application deadline 
is February 1, 2000. More information 
can be found on CBIE's Web site at 
www.cbie.ca. 
Please contact Susan Watson in the 
International Projects office at local 
7895 for more information. 
Celanese Canada 
Internationalist Fellowships 
These awards are for Canadians to 
study abroad in order to build their 
international competence, and to further 
Canada's participation in the world 
economy. Open to all disciplines of 
study, to university graduates, students 
in their final year of a degree program, 
or college graduates holding a 
recognized bachelor's degree. The study 
program may be undertaken anywhere 
in the world outside Canada and priority 
will be given to overseas programs. 
Between 125 and 150 fellowships will 
be awarded with a value of $10,000. 
The closing date for applications is 
March 1, 2000. 
Please contact Susan Watson for 
more information. 
Submitted by Susan Watson 
Naomi Yamamoto 
